
Research Decision Chart 2: Is the Research Activity “Human Subjects Research” 1 
 

(The Research Decision Charts are intended to assist researchers in understanding how various determinations are made regarding research projects.  These charts are not to be used by researchers to 
make independent assessments for final decisions on classification of research projects or research requirements.  All final classifications and requirement decisions are made through Trillium’s Research 

Office) 
 
 

START HERE 
 

Does the research involve 
obtaining information about living or 

deceased individuals or from 
research subjects? 

Does the research involve 
intervention or interaction 

with the individuals? 

The research is not 
research involving human 

subjects 
No 

No 

Is the Information individually 
identifiable (i.e. the identity of 

the subject is or may readily be 
ascertained by the investigator 

or associated with the 
information)? 

No 

YES

YES

No 

Is the information private?  This includes oral or written information about 
individual if the information: 
• relates to the individuals physical or mental health, including family health 

history;  
• relates to the provision of health care, including the identification of 

persons providing care; 
• is a plan of service for individuals requiring long-term care; 
• relates to payment or eligibility for health care; 
• relates to the donation of body parts or bodily substances or is derived 

from the testing or examination of such parts or substances; 
• is the individuals health number 
• identifies an individual’s substitute decision maker 
• is included in a record containing personal information and/or personal 

health information about an individual 

YES

YES

Activity is research 
involving human 

subjects 

 1 As adapted from the Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) “Human Subject Regulations Decision Charts” (September 24, 2004) and the Personal Health Information Protection Act, 2004 – 
S.O. 2004 – Ontario Regulation 329/04 General and “A Guide to the Personal Health Information Protection Act and Your Privacy” (September 2007) 
 

 Page 1 of 1  
Written by Delilah Ofosu-Barko; ©Trillium Health Centre, 2009 


